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Development 
 

We encourage all Western 

Australian Montessori Teachers 

to attend MTA Professional 

Development days. The MTA 

offers diverse and relevant 

professional development and it 

is a wonderful opportunity to 

share ideas, network and to 

support our Montessori 

community. Discounts are 

offered for MTA members. 

Please visit our website for more 

information. 

www.montessoriteachers.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Montessori Teachers Association of W.A. was formed in 1989 to provide professional development to 
local Montessori teachers. 
 
The objectives of the association are to: 
1. Provide ongoing professional development for Montessori teachers in order to expand knowledge and 
expertise, and promote their professional standing. 
2. Further community and professional awareness of Montessori education. 

 

 
Chairperson’s Report 

 

I would like to thank the office bearers who have served on the MTA board over the 

past year; Ellen McCarthy as my Co-chair, Debbie McCarthy as treasurer, Anthea 

Brignoli as Secretary, Jessica Henke & Ellen McCarthy for maintaining our digital and 

media presence, and Kath Meisinger, Carolyn O’Toole and Lorraine Martis for their 

role in Professional Development.  Rhonda Sheehan has played a low key advisory 

role this year, as she has recovered from her battle with cancer. However as a 

founding member of the MTA who has invested many years of time and effort into the 

association and lead as dynamic chair, we hope to see her in a more active role 

once again.  

 

This association relies on the efforts of all of you as volunteers in keeping the MTAWA 

alive and well, and would not exist without you. Thank you! 

 

Achievements this year  

 We continue to offer quality Professional Development which is relevant to all 

Montessori Teachers in the state. This has included:  

o A Storytelling Workshop on Friday 7th November 2014  run by Glenn Swift 

o A Protective Behaviors refresher course run by  Karen Walker on Friday 

20th March 2015 

o BUZ life skills workshop on the 6th of November 2015  

 We continue to provide important access to funding to Montessori teachers keen 

to better their training and skills.  Most recently we sponsored a teacher to attend 

the Middle School forum in Adelaide. 

 The MTAWA bank account remains at a healthy status  

 Media: The MTA has a Facebook page (2011- Present), as well as a web page 

and newsletter sent to Montessori teachers via email. This makes communicating 

directly with members more possible than ever, rather than relying on 

communication through school administrators.   

 

We have had some great feedback on Professional Development that the Dyslexia 

Speld Foundation has been running recently, and how well it fits with our Montessori 

language curriculum, and so it’s great to be able to offer their Sounds- Write Program 

at the end of this term (see overpage).  

 

 

Bronwyn Hope  

MTA Chair 

 
 

http://www.montessoriteachers.com.au/
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2015 Professional Development 

 
 

Montessori Teachers Association of WA members 
 

Sounds-Write Program 
 

Will be held at: 
 Beehive Montessori School 

Curtin Ave, Mosman Park WA 6012 
PH:  08 9383 1283 

 
 

Monday 7th December to Thursday 10th December 9am-4pm 
 

Montessori teachers have the opportunity to participate in a four day professional learning opportunity 
run by the Dyslexia-SPELD Foundation (DSF). Margie Backhouse will present ‘Sounds-Write’, an 
evidence-based phonics program which fits comfortably with the Montessori language curriculum. 

 
This four day intensive course offers an instructional method that is structured, cumulative, 
sequential and explicit. It places emphasis on giving practice that is grounded in physical, 
concrete experience of the ideas and conceptual understanding the students need to 
assimilate. Sounds-Write is developmentally appropriate for beginning readers in Pre-
Primary, Year 1 and Year 2, and also offers fast and highly effective intervention for 
children at all levels who have fallen behind in their reading and spelling from Year 4 
onwards. 
 

To register please contact Debbie McCarthy (debbie@beehive.wa.edu.au) by Monday 30th November 

2015. 
 

 

 
 

mailto:debbie@beehive.wa.edu.au
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Protective Behaviours Refresher 
In response to the National focus on child protection The Montessori Teachers Association of WA held a 
Professional Development day on Friday the 20

th
 of March 2015 with Protective Behaviours W.A. The 

Workshop was designed to offer educators different skills, resources and strategies to implement in the 
classroom with the specific intention of increasing the personal safety of students. 

 
“In order to work towards preventing children becoming victims of abuse, particularly sexual abuse, it is 
important to educate children on their rights to personal safety and the way we do this is by teaching 
children the following: 

1) Theme One “We all have the right to feel safe at all times” and feelings. 
2) Early Warning Signs (the physical sensations we experience in our body when feeling unsafe or 

excited.) 
3) Safety continuum (safe/fun to feel scared/risking on purpose/unsafe) and Problem Solving (How 

could someone feel safe even if...?) 
4)  Theme Two “We can talk with someone about anything, no matter what it is” and safe secrets/ 
unsafe secrets 
5) Networks (Identifying adults that we can talk with and ask for help if we feel unsafe/scared/worried.) 
6) Persistence expectation (Persisting in asking for help until you feel safe again.) 
7) Body Awareness and Ownership and Private and Public parts of the body (including teaching and 

using the correct anatomical names for private parts of the body) Private and Public clothing/Private and 
Public places/Private and Public Behaviours/ Private and Public Information. 
8) Personal space (social distance) and safe and unsafe touch 
9)  Assertiveness (body language/ tone of voice/ NO GO TELL) 
10) Theme and Program Reinforcement” 
 

 (http://www.protectivebehaviourswa.org.au/) 
 

Recommended Books 

 Everyone’s Got A Bottom – by Tess Rowley, publisher Family Planning Queensland, reading age 3-8 
years. 

 Jasmine’s Butterflies - by Justine O’Malley, publisher Justine O’Malley, reading age 2-8 years. 

 Sam’s Hats - by Amber Fabry, publisher Sinclair Publishing Group, reading age 3-6 years. 

 Sarah’s Secret - by Sonya Kupfer, publisher NooBee publishing. 

 Some Parts Are Not For Sharing – by Julie Federico, publisher Tate Publishing. 

 Some Secrets Should Never Be Kept - by Jayneen Sanders, publisher Upload Publishing, reading 
age 3-12 years. 

 Those Are My Private Parts - by Diane Hansen, publisher Empowerment Productions. 

 Source - Protective Behaviours WA Program: http://www.protectivebehaviourswa.org.au/ 
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BUZ Life Skills Program 
workshop 
 
The Montessori Teachers Association of WA held a Professional Development 

day on Friday the 6
th
 of November 2015 at the Beehive Montessori School in 

Mosman Park. 

 

 
 
The workshop was attended by both Montessori teachers and assistants from 
Junior Primary all the way through to Adolescent Program teachers. 
 
The day began with an introduction to the foundations of ‘BUZology’ and the 
theoretical frameworks that underpin the program. We then participated in 
some hands on activities demonstrating the power of a circle to help create a 
socially constructive learning environment. The remainder of the day focused 
on strategies for building relationship skills, resilience skills, respect and 
ethical skills, emotional competence skills and restorative practice skills. 
 
With delicious catering and some lively group interactions the day was 
deemed a success by all. 
 

The 5 BUZ nutrients: 

1. Connectedness 
2. Confidence 
3. Compassion 
4. Control of Feelings 
5. Conflict Resolution 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 “The PD was very insightful 

and refreshing. I learnt a lot 

about children’s social and 

emotional needs and how to 

best cater for these needs 

as a teacher and parent. I 

particularly enjoyed the 

Hopscotch method of 

conflict resolution. The 

practical activities we 

participated in were very 

meaningful and fun to 

do.”—Lydia (teacher) 

 

“Steve was engaging and 

inspiring- we have all come 

away with tools and tactics 

to try in our classrooms. I 

look forward to putting the 

Buz philosophy into 

practice.” –Cathy (teacher) 

 

“Steve succeeded in helping 

me to understand that the 

essence of our work as 

educators is to help 

cultivate classroom 

communities that focus on 

nurturing relationship 

building. What a wonderful 

thing to aspire to. I am so 

very glad we had Steve with 

us!” –Rita (teacher) 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
 

Bronwyn Hope, Anthea Brignoli, Ellen McCarthy, Kath Meisinger, Jessica 
Henke, Debbie McCarthy, Maria Partridge, Di Edmonds, Lucy Clarkson  

Fletcher, Sue Russell, Sam Abrahams, Christine Pizzey and Rhonda Sheehan. 
 

OFFICE-BEARERS 

 
Chair - Bronwyn Hope 
Treasurer - Debbie McCarthy 
Secretary - Anthea Brignoli 
Information Technology and Marketing - Jessica Henke and Ellen McCarthy 
Professional Development - Kath Meisinger 
 
 

(As with many volunteer organizations, we would appreciate additional committee members.  We meet 
rarely but effectively and like to share the load.  Contact us if you are interested, we would love to have you 
on board!) 

  

The Montessori Teachers Association of W.A. was formed in 1989 to provide professional development to 
local Montessori teachers. 
 
The objectives of the association are to: 
1. Provide ongoing professional development for Montessori teachers in order to expand knowledge and 
expertise, and promote their professional standing. 
2. Further community and professional awareness of Montessori education. 

 

About Our Organisation… 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

 
www.montessoriteachers.com.au 

 
Control-click below for our 

 
Montessori Facebook Page 

 

 

 

Montessori Teachers 

Association of WA 

 

 

 
 

P.O. BOX 81 
Mosman Park, WA 6012 

 
www.montessoriteachers.com.au 

 

https://www.facebook.com/montessoriteachersassociation/

